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curated by Chiara Bertola, Giacinto Di Pietrantonio and Yuko Hasegawa

5 March – 12 April 2015
Palazzo Reale, Milan
Opening in March 2015, a major retrospective in the Appartamento dei Principi at Palazzo Reale will look back over ten editions of the award through the work of its winners. 

Ten rooms featuring ten artists: Sislej Xhafa, Lara Favaretto, Sissi, Massimo Grimaldi, Pietro Roccasalva, Luca Trevisani, Alberto Tadiello, Matteo Rubbi, Chiara Fumai, and the duo that has won this year’s prize, Maria Iorio and Raphaël Cuomo.

Palazzo Reale and Fondazione Furla are pleased to announce the exhibition GROWING ROOTS – 15 Years of the Furla Art Award, curated by Chiara Bertola, Giacinto Di Pietrantonio and Yuko Hasegawa, which will be held at the prestigious Milanese venue from 5 March to 12 April 2015

It will be an opportunity to celebrate the fifteen years and ten editions of the Premio Furla, which this year has chosen to move to Milan, Italy’s international capital of contemporary creativity, to better build on its history and offer another important platform of visibility for the young talents it has always supported. 

Sponsored by the Cultural Office of the City of Milan and made possible by the partnership between Fondazione Furla and Palazzo Reale, GROWING ROOTS – 15 Years of the Furla Art Award will be a retrospective that takes stock of the last fifteen years in Italian art, through the work of its ten winners: Sislej Xhafa (2000), who directs our gaze to the migrant’s search for identity; Lara Favaretto (2001), whose practice gives poetic meaning to fragility and marginality; Sissi (2002), whose performance work brings emotional and visionary anatomies to life; Massimo Grimaldi (2003), who attempts to redefine art through images and shapes that are like a neutral mass interposed between creator and viewer; Pietro Roccasalva (2005), who focuses on the survival of painting in contemporary forms; Luca Trevisani (2007), who explores fragile structures in works evocative of plant biology or flowing water; Alberto Tadiello (2009), who harnesses tension and attraction, sound and silence to reconceive space as an energy field; Matteo Rubbi (2011), who uses interaction and sharing to activate the context and break with the neutrality of the white cube; Chiara Fumai (2013), whose performative activism urges us to question the current state of society; and the artistic duo Maria Iorio and Raphaël Cuomo (2015), whose documentary tactics and narrative historical reconstructions trace paths of long-term research. 

“When the prize was founded, in 2000, art awards and opportunities for young artists were almost non-existent, and the Premio Furla was a pioneering, visionary project,” explained Giovanna Furlanetto, President of Fondazione Furla and Furla S.p.A. “Fifteen years later, we can say that the work carried out over the years with such passionate, steadfast dedication has put down deep roots and borne fruit. GROWING ROOTS is therefore meant as a tribute to the history of the award and to everyone who has contributed to it over the years, and at the same time, marks an important new phase: the collaboration with the City of Milan and Palazzo Reale is a particularly important step in this path of growth, the better to highlight the skills, ideas and visions of young artists, who are the true roots of our future.”

“Milan has always been a hotbed of innovation in all fields of art and technology, and a testing ground for experiments capable of opening up new creative horizons,” commented the city’s Councillor for Culture, Filippo Del Corno. “Our partnership with the Premio Furla has grown out of this cultural tradition in order to foster the development and talent of young artists and the exchange of ideas, and is yet another link in an alliance between the public and private sectors aimed at rounding out the cultural life of our city.”

“By presenting the works of the winners, the exhibition will portray the quality and diversity of Italian art,” explains Chiara Bertola, who has planned and curated the Furla Art Award since its inception, “showing its topical penchant for highlighting differences, more necessary than ever to help redefine identities in the globalized world. Painting, sculpture, installation, video, performance, drawing, sound and colour – ancient, modern, and postmodern materials - are all employed in the works that will be in the exhibition, telling the story both of the Premio Furla, and of the social and cultural context from which this art emerged.”

The exhibition will unfold through the eleven rooms of the Appartamento dei Principi in Palazzo Reale, starting off from an introductory section on the history of the prize – conceived by artist Riccardo Arena – and moving on to ten solo rooms that will weave a dialogue between the artists’ works. In this way, it will outline a recent chapter in Italian art history, the outcome of a lengthy process of critical analysis carried out over the fifteen years of the prize by over one hundred international critics and curators involved in singling out hundreds of Italian artists.

“It is an exhibition that tries to capture the richness of Italy’s artistic landscape,” adds Giacinto Di Pietrantonio, “which is one of the most complex and varied on the international art scene, and which the Premio Furla has been foregrounding since the beginning of the third millennium.”

It is this idea of complexity and richness – an organic structure with firm roots, covered in new buds - that underlies the guiding image for the show, created by Gaia Carboni, a young Italian artist based in Berlin. Carboni and Arena have been brought in on the project with the collaboration of the Viafarini archive. 

The show will be accompanied by a catalogue from Mousse Publishing, with essays by Chiara Bertola and Giacinto Di Pietrantonio that will tell the story of the prize and its winners, and a section devoted to the finalists of the tenth edition, which has just come to a close.

PRESS PREVIEW
Wednesday 4 March, 11:00 AM – Palazzo Reale

AT A GLANCE
Opening hours: Monday from 2:30 PM to 7:30 PM
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday: from 9:30 AM to 7:30 PM
Thursday and Saturday: from 9:30 AM to 10:30 PM

FREE ADMISSION

WEBSITES 
www.growingrootsmilano.it
www.comune.milano.it/cultura
www.fondazionefurla.org
#growingroots 


Images and press kit available here:
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PRESS CONTACTS 
Press Office - Premio Furla
T. +39 02 36565133
M. +39 349 2529989
press@fondazionefurla.org

Press Office – City of Milan
Elena Conenna
T.+ 39 02 88453314
elenamaria.conenna@comune.milano.it
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