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When we first took on the challenge of creating an award for young Italian artists in collaboration with Chiara Bertola and Fondazione Querini Stampalia, the goals were as clear then as they are today: to map out young creativity through a reliable mechanism that would involve international experts and give emerging talents an opportunity for growth and visibility in Italy and abroad.
This was at a time, in 2000, when art awards and opportunities for young artists were almost non-existent, and the Premio Furla was a pioneering, visionary project.
It is an adventure that grew out of our love for art and desire to give something back to Italy, the country where the FURLA brand built its identity and brought it into the international spotlight.
The success and longevity of the prize have shown that the work carried out over the years with such passionate, steadfast dedication has put down deep roots and borne fruit.
[bookmark: _GoBack]GROWING ROOTS is therefore meant as a tribute to the prize’s fifteen years in existence and to everyone who has contributed to it in various ways over the course of time: the ten winners—whose works visually illustrate the history of the competition—the many finalists, the guiding artists, the selecting curators and the juries, not to mention the institutions that have shared this journey along with FURLA and Fondazione Furla.
Among the many developments that the award has undergone over the years, its partnership with the City of Milan and Palazzo Reale, coming at a time so symbolically important for the award and in the same year as the EXPO, is a particularly important step in this path of growth, the better to highlight the skills, ideas and visions of young artists, who are the true roots of our future.
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