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Art in Italy since the year 2000. The exhibition GROWING ROOTS - 15 YEARS OF PREMIO FURLA presents a possible snapshot of the state of young Italian art through the works and creative dynamics of the ten artists who have won the Premio Furla from its inception to the present. This very year, the prize has chosen to move to Milan, Italy’s international capital of contemporary creativity, the better to build on its history and offer another important platform of visibility for the young talents it has always supported. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Palazzo Reale is no stranger to investigating the evolution of artistic choices before they are historicized, and looking back, we can confidently say that these choices have proven apt and insightful, because many former participants are now well-established figures in the art world, and many works shown here in the past are now in the permanent collections of Italy’s leading museums: a series of projects that stand as milestones in the artistic development and success of a whole new generation of artists.
This exhibition is the kind of challenge that any public institution which is at all active in the contemporary sphere has an obligation to undertake. It carries with it a responsibility to leave a mark on those—coming out of the overly narrow category of the young artist—who are currently attuned to the spirit of their era and questioning, or rather, constantly reflecting on the work of art. 
The investigation of what is happening today must, however, avoid all paternalistic or critical attitudes, 
if it is to elude the web of immobility that ensnares us when we surrender to the fear of the unknown, going only the way others have pointed. Palazzo Reale continues to open its doors to the city, as one of the spaces where there is no fear of dialogue with our own time, or with our illustrious forerunners.
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